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SUBJECT: BANGLADESH WHEAT PURCHASE MISSION 

1. BANGLADESH DELEGATION LED BY FOOD AND CIVIL SUPPLIES 
MINISTER PHANI MAJUMDAR ARRIVED IN AUSTRALIA YESTERDAY 
TO NEGOTIATE SUPPLY OF 300,000 METRIC TONS OF WHEAT 
DURING 1974. MR. MAJUMDAR STATED TO PRESS THAT AWB 

HAD INDICATED THAT THIS AMOUNT WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR 
SHIPMENT IN 1974. AND GOB HOPED TO PURCHASE SIMILAR 
QUANTITIES EACH YEAR UNTIL 1978. WHEAT BOARD INDIC- 
ATED TO AGATTACHE OFFICE QUANTITY NOT YET CERTAIN 
ALTHOUGH 300,000 TONS WAS MENTIONED IN PRELIMINARY 
DISCUSSIONS. DELEGATION WILL MEET WITH AWB DECEMBER 
20 FOR FINAL NEGOTIATIONS, ON PRICE AND CREDIT TERMS. 

2. DELEGATION WILL MEET WITH DOT MINISTER CAIRNS AND 
DFA MINISTER WILLESEE ON DECEMBER 21, AND WILL PROBABLY 
SEEK ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE FROM GOA UNDER FOOD AID 
ARRANGEMENTS. BANGLADESH ALREADY RECIPIENT OF 54,000 
TONS AUSTRALIAN WHEAT UNDER FAC, AND DFA NOW EXAMINING 
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OF REMAINING UNCOMMITTED AUSTRALIAN AID. MR. MAJUMDAR 
WAS INFORMALLY TOLD BY DFA CHANCES FOR SUBSTANTIAL 
ADDITIONAL ALLOCATION GOOD. 

3. AWB EXPECTED EARLIER THAT PART OF THE RECENTLY 
NEGOTIATED CONTRACT WITH USSR FOR 600,000 METRIC TONS 
FOR 1974 SHIPMENT WOULD BE DIVERTED BY THE USSR TO 
BANGLADESH. HOWEVER, IT NOW APPEARS THAT NONE OF 
THIS WHEAT WILL BE SHIPPED TO THAT COUNTRY. 

4. AWB WAS TOLD BY USSR DURING NEGOTIATIONS THAT ONLY 
ABOUT 200,000 TO 300,000 TONS OF THE QUANTITY CONTRACTED 
WOULD BE DIVERTED TO INDIA, BUT LATEST INDICATIONS ARE THAT 
THE ENTIRE 600,000 TONS WILL GO TO INDIA DURING EARLY 

1974. 

GREEN 
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